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Why Women
Journalists Without
Chains (WJWC) ?

Women Journalists Without Chains ( WJWC ) is a non-governmental organization that seeks to
adopt and advocate rights and freedoms especially the freedom of expression & democracy rights.

It also aims to raise media efficiency and skills for Journalists , Women, and  Youth .
The WJWC is licensed by the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor in 2005. The number of the

license is 142. 
Our goals
- Advocating rights and freedoms especially freedom of expression & democracy rights .
- Improving  Journalists' , women's and men's media efficiency and skills
- Rising the chance for women , youth, and civil society to participate more and better in the

media.
- Producing films, cassettes, and other media tools which empowers rights, freedoms, and par-

ticipating in improving the society  .  .
- Participating in the electoral process by educating and monitoring 
- Carrying out scientific researches, studies, and fields and publishing them. in books, maga-

zines, newspapers and other print, vision, or audible press which help in raising the society's
awareness, culture, and cooperation. Empowering female journalists further in media issues

- Raising the awareness of journalists about the codes of journalism, human rights, and the inter-
national media organizations. 

- Developing  relations of coordination and scientific exchange with the international organiza-
tions concerned with press freedom and human rights especially women rights. 

- Creating an environment that is interactive with the international, regional and local events. 

Advisory board 
The consultative board of our organization consists of:

UNDP General Secretary Assistant for
 Development Program -Former Human rights minister 
Amat al-Alaleem al-Soswa
Former chief of the Yemeni Journalists
Abdul-Bari Taher 
An expert for media and Journalist - French 
Laure Bernard 
President of the Human Rights Information Training Center
Izz al-Deen al-Asbahi
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Chief editor of Adab Wa Naqd (literature and critics) an Egypt-based newspaper.
Fareedat al-Naqqash
A professor in the Institute of Journalism and News Science. She is also the deputy chief editor

of al-Sharq al-Awsat newspaper- Tunisia.
Fatimah al-Karray
President of Women Forum for Research & Training (WFRT)
Soaad Alqadasy
A lawyer --- The president of the National Authority for Defense of Rights and Freedoms(

HOOD)
Mohammed Naji Allaw
Aproffisor- Asenior expert in NGOs affairs.
Dr Abdul-Baqi Shamsan

Summary about the WJWC in its establishing year 2005:

* The WJWC has issued in its first annual report about the press freedoms  in Yemen for the
year 2005 and it was released in several  newspapers and in                                                    
the Yemeni ,Arabic and foreign committees.

* It held position of the general assistant reporter for the Civil Yemeni Society Union which en-
rolls 29 professional  committees and association which is the most active and important organiza-
tion working in Yemen.

* The committee has held various seminars and debates...etc., some of the important ones are:
* A seminar about the extents of peaceful circulation of authority "after the announcement of

the president of not nominating himself for the coming presidential circulation ".
* Seminar about demonstrations between the riot and right for peaceful expressing. which dis-

cussed the demonstrations happened in 20 and 21 of July.
* Debates about the human rights and freedom of opinion  and expressing.
*  Issuing different  information  which defend on the rights and freedoms, and first of all is the

freedom of opinion .
* The committee has taken control of various of standing by activities and protesting against

the human rights.
* The committee has participated in a number of the conferences and the different civil society

activities .
* The last name of the organization was Women Journalists Without Constraints before change

it to Women Journalists Without Chains

Summary about the WJWC in its establishing year 2006:
* Training the trainers on the voters' registration education campaigns in cooperation with IFES.
* Conducting the education campaign project on Hodieda governorate for the voters' registra-

tion phase in cooperation with IFES and UNDP.
* Institutional capacity building of the WJWC through organizing training and qualifying its

staff on the different administrative, financial and informative skills as well as drafting projects,
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observation methods and human rights violations reporting skills.
* Organizing a seminar on the "The peaceful transfer of power and the political reforms priori-

ties" in cooperation with Anass Press and Publications establishment. 
* Observing the local and presidential elections using more than 3500 observers who had jointly

worked with 50- NDI observers covering most of the Yemeni governorates.
* Observing the Scer support provided to the female candidates in cooperation with the NDI.
* Making and producing a movie called" Through Their Eyes" which talks about Yemeni and

Canadian girls' dreams and ambitions, in cooperation with the Bridges and CLELO Canadian or-
ganizations.

* Organizing a discourse session on the movie of "Through Their Eyes" in cooperation with Al
Afif Cultural and Science Foundation. 

* Sponsoring a round-table discussion for the MEPI and the women leaderships which meant to
discuss the role of the woman and civic society towards the MEPI initiative.

* Leading supportive campaigns to defend rights and freedoms like the protest held in front of
Ashoura Council to defend the motorbikes rights and the support in favor of the raped girl (Saw-
san).   

* Organizing seminar on the "principles agreement towards free and fair elections". 
* Working closely with the women net work and the national union to issue the quota law by

which all the political forces and the government will be obligated to empower women and enable
them to take part in the decision-making and in the nomination process.

* Training the WJWC governorate coordinators on how to observe the polling in cooperation
with NDI. 

* Preparing and furnishing the WJWC own training hall.
* Establishing election observation network which is to be consisted of five partners; NDI,

WJWC, Democratic School, Youth Center and the Yemeni organization for peace development.
* Participation in the observation of the presidential and local elections 2006 focusing on the

nomination and polling phases and using 1500 observers.
* Implementing educational and training programs on how to support female voters/candidates

in the local council elections in Sana'a governorate in cooperation with the Scer and financed by
the UNDP. 

* Launching the Women Journalists Without Chains WJWC website: www.womenpress.net .
* Undertaking the printing of a book on the press situation in Yemen and violations and seminar

on the press freedoms in Yemen in cooperation with the Fredrich Ebirt.
* Launching the WJWC SMS service named" Without Constrains" 
* Conducting a research study about suicide in Yemen causes and solutions and producing a

movie about suicide in Yemen especially among women. 
* Releasing solidarity press releases to support male and female journalists and other human

rights issues.

≠ ≥≥≥ ≠



≠ ≥≥∂ ≠

 U�UN²½ô«Ë g�UN�« ÆÆ sLO�« w� W�U×B�«

Preface
Tawkkol Abdulsallam Karman

In the middle of 1990, all Yemeni were waiting on fire to receive the two
major twin events; "Unification and Democracy" which were the most ex-
traordinary achievements ever that all Yemenis are proud of. We even
couldn't decide which of these two newborn events was greater than the
other, but we the Yemenis realized that they are twins or two souls embod-
ied in one body and cannot be separated or exist without each other.

The impetus of various publications and the multi-affiliation and inde-
pendent newspapers spreading all over the country were one of the fruits of
the emerging democracy in Yemen, the emerging but the "A giant new-
born-democracy" as described by observers.

In spite the fact that the freedom of expression was limited to readable
press as tools of expressing the different views while the other media
means like TV and radio remained a state-run media inaccessible by the
public opinions, but it is fair to say that it wasn't restricted by a political de-
cision or a certain legislation but more likely due to the public satisfaction
with the readable press as a major achievement at the time. 

In fact, we Yemenis will keep looking with self-pride at such major at-
tainment which was a dream that finally came true since a decade and half
that we celebrated before cheering to the political reform and partnership
initiatives and the cross-continent donors' pressures. 

However, as the non-stop time goes, such glorious feelings are starting to
fade gradually and may not last for long time. Such fears become more evi-
dent every time we witness a newspaper cancellation or when no more new
publication exists or if a newspaper was cancelled on the grounds of pub-
lishing undesirable opinion. Suppression and dictatorship idioms become
newly words in our daily political reference whenever we witness detention
or abduction of a brave journalist by the state authorities or when a reporter
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is jailed. Among all these challenges we still talking about our lost freedom
of speech and we even got to be accustomed to the oversea condemn/
admire declarations rather than expressing our gratitude towards them.  

Nowadays, we are suffering from bitter violations against the freedom of
expression represented in the veto against issuance of licenses to the new
newspapers which became an issue which leads us to realize again that we
are given incomplete freedom especially if we get to know that there are
only hundreds of people who practice the right of writing and the fact that
number of copies that the biggest non-official publication prints are not ex-
ceeding 30 thousands. Consequently, the people who enjoy or know about
freedom of expression in Yemen are only thousands, who are likely the
readers of these newspapers!

Throughout our research on press situation in Yemen during the last three
years, we noticed that it is the press milieu who pays taxes of all the reform
programs and media intellectuals are the people who lead the reform move-
ment towards widening the freedom and who really practicing it regardless
those who think they are crossing the red-lines.

It was only months before the commence of the new era when the press
will be heading an active movement of defending human rights, even be-
fore the political parties, and call for practicing wider freedom of expres-
sion. Unfortunately, things went unexpectedly as many editors of newspa-
pers were into jails, many journalists got imprisoned, fined and their
activity was suspended. In spite of the fears and the expected serious conse-
quence of crossing the redlines, there was another movement call for pro-
viding clear regulations and rules to protect the freedom of speech and pre-
vent punishment because of opinion and to amend the current law in which
the judge is using to suppress pressmen instead of protecting them and giv-
ing them the right to express their thoughts by all means.

This book is attempt to put together, with an analytic prospective, the
most important materials and recommendations of many international and
regional conferences which were organized; reports, researches, documents
and local as well as international recommendations made to address this is-
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sue. We believe that the book presents a complete view about the press sit-
uation and summarizing it in smooth and interesting style and a good refer-
ence for all interested bodies to have a clear review about the press reality
in Yemen and its margins whether it increased or decreased??

It is more documentary reference book which we have worked hard to
collect its materials and classifying it in different chapters to be a view
from the among the press milieu. It is also an effort to express our gratitude
to those outstanding press leaders who chose the rough pathway as well as
an invitation to a freedom without limits.

This book is in two parts. The first part includes three chapters; chapter 1
includes the most significant writings and published articles and an analytic
view about press situation in Yemen, the journalists syndicate and the cur-
rent press law. Chapter 2 of the book presents the writings which dealt with
the desecrations and violations against press freedom with analytic study to
it. Chapter 3 includes the official view about the press situation in Yemen
unlike the content of chapter 1 and 2. The second part of the book was de-
voted for the related collected documents, reports, legal sentences and pre-
vious recommendations.

Finally, we at the Women Journalists Without Chains (WJWC) deeply
thank our partner, The fridrich Erbert, and it’s regional residentative Mr
Flix, twice; one for sponsoring activities of the Civic Society Organizations
in Yemen including ours, and for funding the production of this book.

Chairwoman of WJWC
November, 2006. 
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